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Confirmation No.: 4495 



Art Unit: 2176 



Filed: 10/10/2006 



Examiner: Not yet assigned 



For: PROCESS FOR KEEPING A TUYERE PASSING THROUGH A METALLURGICAL 
VESSEL FREE OF A SKULL 

Mail Stop AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



In the interest of full disclosure, the following items are herewith identified in accordance 
with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98 for consideration by Examiner. The filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to be an admission that the information 
cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, material to the patentability as defined in § 



1.56(b). 

U.S. DOCUMENTS 

U.S. patent documents set forth on the attached PTO form PTO/SB 08a. 
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

1. International Patent Publication WO9720954 Al published June 12, 1997, in English. 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



2. 
3. 



German Patent No. DE4025909 Al published July 4, 1991, in German. An English 
translation is attached. 

Japanese Patent No. JP62207814 A published September 12, 1987, in Japanese. An 
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English abstract is enclosed. 
4. European Patent Publication EP0162949 Al published December 16, 1987, in 
English. 

The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within three 
months of the filing of a national application; within three months of the date of entry of the 
national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. L491 in an international application; or before the mailing 
date of a first Office Action on the merits, whichever event occurs last. 

The requirements specified by MPEP 609A(3) and C.F.R. § L98 are considered to have 
been satisfied. No fee is required, however, should payment of a fee be necessary, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiencies or credit any overpayments to 
USPTO Deposit Account no. 13-3639. 

Accordingly, Applicants request that the above information be considered and made of 
record by the Examiner in the above-referenced patent application and that a copy of the enclosed 
Form PTO/SB/08a be initialed and returned indicating that such information has been 
considered. 
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Attorney for the Applicants 
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(610) 861-3839 
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